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        Master of Social Work

Apply TodayJoin our top-ranked Master of Social Work program, led by a community of passionate individuals dedicated to creating positive change.








Your career can affect the systems that create disparity and disadvantage.

AN MSW WILL CONNECT YOU TO YOUR PATH

If you are passionate about social change and seek a rigorous professional degree, the Brown School is the right fit for you. You’ll work with groundbreaking scholars, professors, research centers and organizations that are advancing the field and innovating evidence-based practice to create systemic, sustainable impact.

Whether you pursue the MSW full-time or take advantage of our part-time option, there are multiple pathways to earning your degree. The Part-Time MSW program offers flexibility for working professionals to develop skills and credentials that can advance careers in clinical social work and social service leadership.

One of seven schools at Washington University, the Brown School will connect you to renowned scholars across various fields for multidisciplinary collaboration and solutions.






Define how you want to change the world.
Whether you dream of making a difference in your hometown or on another continent, your Brown School experience will prepare you to engage with the issues you care about most.







As a Part of Your Msw, You’ll First Select a Concentration to Define Your Study. After That, You Can Add a Specialization for Increased Expertise in a Particular Area.
Concentrations
Specializations

	American Indian & Alaska Native
	Children, Youth & Families
	Health
	Individualized
	Mental Health
	Social & Economic Development – Domestic
	Social & Economic Development – International
	Social Impact Leadership



	Management
	Older Adults & Aging Societies
	Policy
	Research
	Sexual Health and Education
	Social Entrepreneurship
	Systems Dynamics
	Violence & Injury Prevention








Overview
Master of Social Work


Curriculum
Practicum
Tuition &
 Financial Aid
Student Support
Application
Information
Transfer Credit

Our Master of Social Work degree prepares you with the fundamentals you need to enter the professional field, while providing the advanced analytical, problem-solving and team-building skills to thrive in your career.

The hallmarks of our curriculum include its flexibility, evidence-based approach and anti-oppression lens. Our program is designed to prepare students to connect theory to practice, bolstered by real-world learning experiences and research opportunities.


LEARN MORE





In fieldwork, known as a practicum, you’ll step out of the classroom to implement real change in the community. The Brown School’s innovative Office of Field Education has affiliations with more than 400 organizations, located across St. Louis, throughout the United States and around the world.

Our students have the unique opportunity to select their own practicum sites. This is designed to help you develop skills and meet leading professionals in an organization aligned with your professional interests. With the help of field faculty advising, you’ll complete two practica, a 360-hour Foundation Practicum and a 600-hour Concentration Practicum.


LEARN MORE





The Brown School offers generous scholarship support—more than $8 million awarded last year—as well as need-based financial aid. Students typically cover their educational expenses through a combination of sources, including:

	Scholarships from the Brown School
	Scholarships and grants from external organizations
	Yellow Ribbon Post-9/11 GI Bill or other military benefits
	Part-time research assistantships and campus-based employment
	Federal funding (student loans and work-study)
	Family or personal savings and out-of-pocket payments


The MSW tuition rate for the 2024-2025 academic year is $24,005 per semester. Every student who requests scholarship consideration receives an award.


LEARN MORE





We remain a student-centered institution and welcoming community that will guide you in your academic, personal and professional growth, and we are dedicated to connecting each student with the resources they need to thrive.

An Office of Diversity and Inclusion fosters an inclusive environment and promotes dialogue among all students. Our Communication Lab and Stat Lab offer support in critical areas of your academic work. The innovative Career Services team prepares you to navigate the job market successfully with one-on-one coaching, specialized workshops and networking events. As well, our holistic advising system ensures you have faculty and administrative guidance throughout your program.


LEARN MORE





The Brown School considers each applicant holistically. Our students come from a wide variety of academic backgrounds. Although we welcome students with an undergraduate degree in social work, it is not a requirement for the MSW program. Admissions and scholarship decisions are based primarily on a review of the following:

	Commitment to the mission of the Brown School
	Undergraduate GPA
	Additional academic work
	Specialized training relevant to the program
	Human service-related experience
	Leadership experience or potential
	Ability to think critically
	Recommendations from academic and professional references



LEARN MORE





The Brown School welcomes applications from students wishing to transfer from another graduate institution, subject to our policies for credit earned prior to enrollment.

Master of Social Work program applicants who have completed graduate-level coursework may request to have previous coursework evaluated for transfer credit towards MSW program requirements.


LEARN MORE











Finding Their Fit: Amber Brown Helps Students and Graduates Find Meaningful Careers
Read This Story


Traube Appointed Dean of Brown School
Read This Story





“The nationally ranked Master of Social Work program at the Brown School offers the next generation of practitioners the resources they need to generate solutions and enhance the lives of clients and communities.  Our full-time, part-time, and advanced standing scholars engage in course content in micro-, mezzo, and macro practice to develop their professional skills.  MSW graduates are prepared to use evidence-based knowledge to create interventions and programs to implement in local, national and global contexts.”
—JENNI HARPRING, ASSOCIATE DEAN FOR SOCIAL WORK & SOCIAL POLICY





Brown School graduates are valued for their leadership and vision in professional positions such as:

	PROGRAM MANAGERS & EVALUATORS
	LICENSED CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
	URBAN EDUCATION REFORMERS
	SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS
	POLICY ANALYSTS
	FOUNDERS AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS OF NONPROFITS







“Your degree is about the impact you want to make. My trajectory at the Brown School has been about looking at the wider play: What can you do that has the most significance?”


– JACKSON SARTER, MSW ’20






It’s your chance to make a difference.
Get More InformationApply Today
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              Founded in 1925, the George Warren Brown School was named with a generous gift from Betty Bofinger Brown in memory of her late husband.
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